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Role-Playing Scenarios for the
Writing Classroom
Timothy D. Giles, Ph.D.
Department of Writing & Linguistics
Georgia Southern University

Applying Risk Communication
to Stem Cell Research
• Technocratic:
• The cloning of Dolly reported in a February 27, 1997,
“Letter to Nature” written by Ian Wilmut
• One-way Jeffersonian:
• March 10, 1997, Dolly makes cover of Time
• Interactive Jeffersonian:
• March 12, 1997, at the request of United States Senate,
Wilmut testifies as to his research’s implications
• Social constructionist:
• February 2005, the United Nations' legal committee
recommends banning all types of human cloning

Anyone recognize the language in the image
on the right?

The Scenario
An Open Public Hearing of a Research Ethics Committee, to decide on
granting a licence for a clinical trial using human embryonic stem cells
to treat spinal cord injuries. Students will role play members of the
committee and different stakeholders in the audience.
Students will be provided with background information on stem cells
and spinal cord injury, as well as short biography cards for their
characters.
The role play can be sound recorded, to listen back to when evaluating.

Stem Cell Role-Play Roles
Board members

• A stem cell scientist
• A spinal cord injury patients’
group representative
• A neurosurgeon
• A bioethicist

Audience

• A student with spinal cord injury
• A pro-life activist
• A representative of a disability
rights group
• A biotechnology entrepreneur/
CEO
• A pro-technology activist
• An interested member of the
public/coffee shop owner

Target audience
Year 11, Sixth form and undergraduate students (ages 15+). Previous
Biology courses are not an absolute pre-requisite; the role play may be
carried out in Biology, Modern Studies, Personal and Social Education
or Religious Education classes.
After completing the role play, participants should have a better
understanding of the basic scientific concepts underlying stem cell
research. However, the main objective of this resource is to be an
exploration of the social issues around stem cell research. It is
therefore not a traditional educational package in that it has not been
developed to teach the students science or social research methods.

Issues raised by the stem cell role play
The role play has been designed to address the following issues:
• Why use embryos for stem cell research? What about tissue (adult) stem
cells?
• What are the risks involved, compared to the benefits?
• May this type of research make human cloning more likely? Where should
we draw the line?
• Who will own the results of the research and/or the medical outcomes:
scientists, companies, the government, you and me?
• Who will have access to the medical benefits that are promised?
• How does competition between scientists affect research?

How My Students Have Responded

Applications to the Writing Classroom?
• Research Papers
• Speeches
• Articles
• Plays
• Narratives
• Poems
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Gasper-Hulvat, Marie. Guerrilla Girls In Our Midst: 1984-1987, N.D.,
http://reactingconsortiumlibrary.org/guerrilla-girls
Eyeball to Eyeball: The Cuban Missile Crisis Simulation
http://reactingconsortiumlibrary.org/cuban-missile-crisis
EuroStemCell. Ready or not? A Role Play on Stem Cells in the Clinic.
Center for Regenerative Medicine, University of Edinburgh, 2011,
https://www.eurostemcell.org/ready-or-not-role-play-stem-cells-clinic

?

